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Good morning, and Merry Christmas!  I hope this morning is a meaningful continuation of our 

celebration of the birth of Christ!  We do not push people off the Christmas cliff so fast.  This 

morning we are going to be in Colossians Chapter 1. 

 

Now one of the great traditions of Christmas is that of gift-giving.  Now that all of the gifts have 

been opened, I wonder if you received any gifts that you did not like, or did you receive any gifts 

that you thought you did not need, and when opening it up said, “Oh, gee, thanks.” 

 

Or maybe you are realizing that you were the source of such gifts.  This week I came across an 

article called “Gifts No One Wants to Get This Holiday Season.”  I was sitting sinking in my seat 

realizing that I have gifted people with pretty much every item on that list.  This article was 

written by a young lady by the name of Tess Rose Lampert. 

 

Her list includes things like scented candles.  She says about scented candles, “Just don’t.”  We 

all know that scented candles come from the bargain aisle at the discount stores and most don’t 

even smell good.  Lampert says that socks are not really a gift.  This is a utility item.  I am sorry, 

Kristy!  You always talk about how you love cozy socks.   The list continues and lists a calendar.  

Sorry, Dad, I thought you would like those pictures of Pennsylvania.  A T-Shirt.  Most people 

have more than enough T-Shirts to last a few life times, so just adding to someone’s clutter isn’t 

really thoughtful.  Lance, sorry!  I couldn’t even manage to give you a T-Shirt that fits. 

 

Lampert also lists self-help books.  Come on!  I get everybody books.  They are not necessarily 

self-help books, but they are books that help people in their relationship with the Living God.  

But according to her mindset, what’s the difference.  She would probably say no to that too. 

 

Her list continues with:  no bulk candy, no pens, no soap, no scarfs.  Each one with an 

exclamation mark.  Somewhere along the line in reading this list I got to the point where I think 

Miss. Tess Rose is kind of snooty, as far as gifts go.   

 

But let’s get into the realm of undebatable good gifts.   This morning I want to turn your 

attention to a gift given by God.  I assure you that God does not give useless gifts.  Every good 

and perfect gift comes down from the Father of light, according to James, the half-brother of our 

Lord.   

 

And Christ Himself is the Gift of gifts.  Christ Himself, God incarnate born into this world of 

sinners.  God assuming flesh to save His people from their sins.  Christ brings an additional gift 

that I want to focus our attention on this morning.  This gift is priceless in its value.  It is 

something that you could never purchase.  This gift is vital in its relevance.  You cannot and will 

not live without it, and it is eternal in its duration.  It will never fade.  It will only increase in its 

joyfulness throughout eternity.  This gift is the gift of reconciliation. 

“God and Sinners Reconciled” 

Colossians 1:21-23 

December 26, 2021 
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This gift of reconciliation that I am talking about I think was also on the heart of a brother in 

Christ by the name of Charles Wesley when he wrote what is in my opinion the most wonderful 

Christmas carols of them all—Hark, the herald angels sing!  Glory to the newborn King!  Peace 

on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.   This is the gift that Jesus has come to 

bring.   

 

This wonderful doctrine of reconciliation was also on the heart of the Apostle Paul, a formal and 

official spokesman appointed by Jesus to preach the Gospel and to define Gospel doctrine in the 

early church age.   This gift of reconciliation was also on Paul’s heart as he addressed the small 

church in a declining town called Colossae.  As evidenced in the book of Colossians, the church 

of the Colossians itself was a strong and steady church, but it was coming under the influence of 

people who would minimize the value of the gift of Christ. 

 

False doctrine was infecting the town, threatening to turn eyes away from the unique and 

sufficient saving grace that is in Christ alone.  So to help them to stay stable and steady in the 

Lord, Paul reminded them of the glory of Jesus Christ and the full reconciliation with God that is 

found in Christ, and just as we sang this morning, In Christ Alone! 

 

So as we move forward in the book of Colossians, Paul now brings a bold description to the 

Colossians of what they once were and now what they are, and how they are joined to God 

through the reconciling grace of God brought through Jesus. 

 

Because we all have hearts that are prone to wander, and because we are all being influenced by 

people and thoughts that would draw our attention away from Jesus, we too need to pay very 

close attention to what is written for us here in Colossians Chapter 1.   

 

Our attention is going to be on Verses 21 through 23, but I am going to start by reading the 

closing stanza of the hymn that we have been studying the past several weeks, because this 

prepares us when we see how Paul tied together the theme of this priceless gift of reconciliation 

with God. 

 

Colossians Chapter 1 and Verse 19: 

 
19

For in him (Christ) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20

and through him 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 

the blood of his cross. 
21

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 

minister. 
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Again, in the heart of this passage that we have read, we can see that Paul’s heart is fixed on the 

doctrine of reconciliation, this gift.  Paul is presenting it as one of the aspects of the salvation that 

Christ brings.  Notice that there is a condition that is attached to it.   

 

Paul speaks to the Colossians and to the Californians of their reconciliation with God, looking 

forward to the time when they will be presented before the presence of the glory of God, totally 

spotless and blameless if, it says: 

 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 

of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven 

 

Now we really get to the heart of Paul’s purpose in writing.  Again, people in Colossae were 

seeking to influence the people of the church away from full dependency on Christ the Lord.  It 

does not seem that they were outright denying Jesus Christ.  Instead they were claiming to be 

able to provide the people in the church with something of an upgrade.   

 

As we read the details that are given to us in Chapter 2 when Paul starts to confront the 

Colossian heresy head-on, we see that they were advising a strict adherence to the Old Testament 

Law, evidentially to achieve visions of the heavenly temple; visions mediated by angels that 

would lead them to true spiritual maturity and godliness. 

 

It was  claimed to be able to go beyond what simple faith, yet profound faith, in the work of 

Christ could provide, so hearing this from Epaphras who came to visit Paul in house arrest, Paul 

said, No, no, no, NO!  We must fix our eyes on Christ and what happens through Christ alone; 

the gift that Christ is and the gift that Christ brings.   

 

So in Colossians Chapter 1 and Verses 15 through 20, we have been talking about how it seems 

that Paul was incorporating an early hymn of the faith.  Now he is applying it to them—the glory 

of Jesus Christ.  Here we have this call to perseverance and endurance in faith that centers on the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

This same call to endure in the faith once and for all handed down to the saints, this is something 

that echoes forth to the people of God through all generations.  Because there will be voices 

whispering in our ears that there are other ways to approach God, ways apart from Christ.  Every 

generation has heard them. 

 

We must be careful because things get kind of mixed in.  It is not always with mockery, it is not 

always from scoffers, but from those who would seek to kind of twist and adjust things or offer 

side roads in addition to Christ. 

 

I have several Christmas CDs that I listen to every year.  I enjoy them very much.  One of those 

Christmas CDs is called The Muppets Christmas with John Denver.  There are a bunch of fun 

songs on that CD done in that old-time, old-school, classic way.  Not only are there fun songs 

with all the Muppets singing, but there a couple of songs that provide some really interesting 

perspective on Christmas. 
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There are twelve songs on that CD, eleven of them are wonderful.  There is one song that is 

added in right before Silent Night.  I can’t stand that song and can’t listen to it!  It is basically 

saying, let’s not get carried away thinking that Jesus is the only way to approach God.  There are 

multiple paths. 

 

One thing we can do is to tell ourselves that we can’t listen to that CD anymore.  Or another way 

to approach it is to understand that Christians need to be able to practice, by the Holy Spirit, 

discernment and realize that bogus claims about spiritual things will be mixed into or put beside 

truth, so we must be very, very, very careful and discerning.   

 

There was a woman named Marianne Williamson, she ran for president in 2020, seeking the 

democratic party’s nomination.  This woman, she is endorsed by tons of celebrities.  She also 

happens to be one of Oprha Winfrey’s spiritual gurus.  Do not, do not, do not get your 

information about Christ from Oprha Winfrey of any of her gurus.  She is discipling the United 

States of American in false doctrine about Christ.   

 

One of her gurus who ran for president and who is speaking into the hearts of millions of 

Americans, wrote an article about what she understands to be true about Jesus.  “Jesus was a 

human being who while on earth completely self-actualized and fulfilled all ways the potential 

glory that lies within us all.  No, there is not unique glory to Christ alone, but rather Christ is an 

example of the glory that is potential within each and every one of us.  He became one with the 

essence and Christ-spirit that is in all of us.  In this sense, he is our evolutionary older brother.” 

 

A little bit later, Williamson continues to say, “He was sent down by God as we all are.  We are 

all extensions of the mind of God.  We all contain nuggets of glory.  The point of Christ’s 

existence wasn’t to lessen or diminish our appreciation of each other, but to expand our 

appreciation of each other by reminding us of what lies within us all, because Jesus was an 

example of the pinnacle human evolution.” 

 

She was describing and defining that what Christ is, is what we all may become.  Denying the 

unique glory that belongs to God incarnate, Jesus Christ who came on this mission of saving 

grace.  Williamson will talk about His death and she will even talk about His resurrection as an 

example and model for self-actualization, but she will not say anything about the fact of human 

sin; about our iniquity and how the blood of Jesus was shed to wash us of our sin and apart from 

that cleansing in Christ and the provision of His righteousness, no one is saved but will face 

judgment through eternity. 

 

All throughout the history of the earth, you have the Bible that warns against false doctrine and 

false prophesy that subtly distorts truth with error.  And this was happening in Colossae and as it 

happens through the ages, so we need to keep our noses in the Book.  We need to say, “Lord, fix 

my attention on what You have revealed about Your Son, about me, about us, and how we might 

be made right in Your sight.” 

 

We need to be careful.  We need to be discerning.  Error reached even a little tiny, shrinking 

town called Colossae and in this age of internet access and mass communication, there are all 

kinds of teachings that we might describe with a giant Whack!   
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We must be careful!  So with false teaching entering Colossae and with the possibility of being 

lured away by false doctrine, Paul said, “Continue in the faith.  Continue in the faith.  Continue 

in the faith.” 

 

In his book on Colossians, a brother in the Lord, named Dick Lucas says, “To continue in the 

faith is to have our lives based on the teachings of the apostolic doctrines of grace.  To continue 

in the faith is to be unmoved and unmovable in the face of strong winds of new doctrine, not just 

when people would deny the apostolic gospel, but when, more subtly, they would improve upon 

it.” 

 

That’s what they were seeking to do in Colossae.  That’s what they are seeking to do throughout 

the world, so we have this warning passage with Paul saying, “There is reconciliation with God 

through Christ.”  There is coming a time when the church is going to be presented spotless 

before Him.  You will participate in this if you continue in the faith.  Paul would not want that 

word to be minimalized.  He would want that to be received and he would want us to take heed 

to it.   

 

In another great commentary on Colossians, Douglas Moo said, “What we have then here is a 

very real warning.  This warning, along with many similar ones, presents the ‘human 

responsibility ‘ side in the biblical portrayal of final salvation.  God does indeed by his grace and 

through the Spirit, work to preserve his people so they will be vindicated in the judgement; but at 

the same time, God’s people are responsible to persevere in their faith if they expect to see that 

vindication.” 

 

We believe in the perseverance of the saints.  When a person is born again, they are going to 

remain born again.  They are going to continue in that faith.  One aspect of God’s grace 

empowering His people to preserver in the faith is to give warning passages like this to keep our 

eyes open, and to keep us alert.   

 

So we have this passage of Scripture in Verse 23 to continue in THE faith.  Did you notice that?  

By saying, continue in the faith, Paul was speaking of the body of life-giving Gospel doctrine 

given through Jesus and His apostles, speaking of the historic faith.  The faith.   

 

Paul did not say here, continue in your faith, although the plea to continue in the faith boils down 

to individuals trusting in Jesus personally.  But this is talking about continuing in THE faith; the 

once for all Gospel faith defined with linear statements about who Jesus is and what He has done 

for His people, and what must be believed by the work of the Holy Spirit lifting our hearts in 

trust.  The faith. 

 

Your faith will often be a struggle.  Your faith will be the trembling hand which receives the 

faith which is that robust living truth of Jesus Christ, the Risen One who raises sinners up from 

spiritual death to spiritual life.  We must continue in the faith and not be led away into false 

doctrine, distorting the faith.   
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We need to be praying that the Lord will gift us a clear understanding of the Gospel of grace, 

defined biblically that it would absolutely, by the work of His Spirit, take root in our hearts; that 

it would be fixed there, and that it would be bearing the fruit of God’s work in our lives. 

 

Now we have this wonderful paragraph that is here for us to anchor us in the faith.  This 

paragraph really has a focus on the wonderful work of reconciliation.  Once again, reconciliation 

is a wonderful word that speaks to an even better experience.  Reconciliation is all about the 

healing and reunion of a broken, fractured relationship.  It is the experience of full harmony and 

peace and that ease of joy that comes with relationship restored.  Reconciliation with God is 

what Christ has come to bring to His church.   

 

So let’s see how Paul helped the Colossians and us to value this gift of reconciliation; to see it 

for the treasure that it is.  We will look at a portion Paul’s long sentence that is contained for us 

in Verses 21 and 22, speaking of three aspects of our reconciliation. 

 

This is how it will unfold for us:  To value the gift of reconciliation first, remember what you 

once were.  Second, to value the gift of reconciliation, remember how this reconciliation was 

accomplished.  Then third, to value the gift of reconciliation, remember what it will result in. 

 

To value the gift of reconciliation, to treasure this as a wonderful gift of God’s grace given to us: 

 

1. Remember What You Once Were (21) 

 

Here is how Paul laid it out for the Colossians and all of us: 

 
21

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven 

 

What the Colossian Christians once were is what all Christians once were.  That is alienated 

from God.  This is the experience of estrangement and isolation.  It means distance and 

separation.  There is a massive relational rift. 

 

This alienation from God is the result of sin.  Sin is any disobedience to the revealed will of God, 

whether in thought or deed, attitude or action.  Here at the beginning of Verse 21, we see both 

inward and outward aspects of sin.  Inwardly, there is this hostility of mind.  Outwardly, there 

are evil deeds—and Paul is willing to use the word evil for sinful deeds, because that’s what they 

are.   

 

We may not tend to think of ourselves as antagonistic toward God.  But the fact of the matter is 

that the human mind has been darkened by sin.  Here is how it tends to work out:  we are kind of 

okay with God as along as what God speaks to us makes sense.  Our antagonism toward the Lord 

becomes much more evident when some aspects of God’s will does not make sense to us, and it 

is brought to bear upon our lives. 
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Whether it is the definition of some aspect of sin or whether it is the delineation of the one way 

of salvation through Christ, if God’s truth somehow grades against our natural thinking, that is 

when human hostility toward God starts to become more and more evident.  We get angry. 

 

In sin, our foolish hearts are darkened and we think that we are smarter than God.  We have the 

tendency to minimize the danger of what God calls dangerous.  Then we get mad at Him for 

calling it dangerous and then when we understand that we are accountable for breaking the will 

of God, that is when we get angry because we don’t agree that it is sin in the first place.  

However, the holy eyes of God sees all things as they are. 

 

Because of sin we question the boundaries that God has set in His goodness, from His holy heart.  

We question that which He has declared pure and true.  In our fallen wisdom we argue that those 

boundaries are not needed.  We get angry when they are asserted.  What happens so often is that 

we all transgress the boundaries that God has set. 

 

When we come to understand that we are accountable for those boundaries, that is when human 

beings will say, “That is not true and who is this God to hold me accountable for this?”  There is 

this antagonism that does in fact rise up among all of creation toward the standard of God’s Holy 

Law. 

 

This is how we are all geared.  Paul was telling the Colossians, “This is how you were.”  

Speaking of it in general human terms, this is how the human condition is.  But perhaps Paul 

heard some stories from Epaphras.  Epaphras, the pastor of the Colossian church, he was saved 

by God’s grace and came to know life in the Lord, then he went preaching the Gospel; preaching 

sin and righteousness and judgment. 

 

It could have been that all of the Gentiles in that church who were involved in all kinds of 

different pagan religions with all their sensual rites, Epaphras came and said, “Christ alone is the 

way to approach God.  We must repent of our sins.”  The Gentiles might have been saying, 

“Epaphras, have you lost your mind?  What are you talking about?” 

 

People do react so often against the Gospel of Jesus Christ in ways that are visible.  One time 

there was a group from Bethel Grace passing out Gospel tracts with the message of Jesus Christ 

at the Seal Beach Pier.  One person knowing exactly what that tract was took that tract and 

walked over to the trash can, and threw it away—like take that!   

 

There is just this hostility against the Gospel message.  This is one example of how it gets 

manifested.  There is this hostility toward the Lord that comes out of the darkness of the human 

mind.  

 

We see that Paul was explaining to the Colossians what they once were.  Continuing, we see how 

Paul talked about how this harmonious reconciliation with God has been achieved, and it has 

been achieved in a wondrous way that has so much gravity.  We really need to take in the 

wonder of what is here.  

 



8 

 

To rightly value our reconciliation: 

 

2. Remember How it Was Accomplished 

 

Paul continued: 

 
21

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven 

 

So reconciliation was carried out by Christ in his body of flesh by His death on the cross.  Last 

week we heard about the blood of the cross, now we hear about the death of His body, a body of 

human flesh.  We are reminded once again that the incarnation of the Son of God was 

preliminary to the atoning death he came to provide. 

 

In the death of Christ, He accomplished reconciliation.  Our sins were imputed to the Messiah.  

He bore our sins in His body.  Our sins were placed upon Him.  He who knew no sin became sin 

for us.  In Himself, He was carrying all of our hostility toward God, all of our evil deeds and He 

paid the price of divine justice for us at Calvary.  Christ paid the price for our sins. 

 

When Christ was condemned on the cross, the condemning power of sin died with Him.  Now 

there is no more condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.   

 

When Christ died on the cross, the alienating effect of sin died with Him.  Now we are 

reconciled to God by the removal of sin afforded by the atonement that Jesus has given. 

 

Whenever you are tempted to give yourself to some new teaching of self-improvement, you just 

remember that Christ Jesus came into the world to bear your sins.  He took them to the cross.  

They were nailed with Him there.  They were left there on the cross.  He is raised up in glory and 

now joined to Christ by God’s grace in faith, and you are raised up in the Messiah.   

 

New levels of living and love are available as you are filled with the Spirit of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  He is our reconciliation with God.  He is our sanctification as we are joined to God in 

faith.  These are the wonders of His love. 

 

As we continue here, it gets even better.  We know that reconciliation is not just about enmity 

with God being removed, it is all about reunion and restoration.  It is the provision of perfect 

peace between those who were previously in conflict.  It is the relationship totally healed.  

Through Jesus, brothers and sisters in faith, we are experiencing that now.   

 

However, the experience of that reconciliation is going to increase in what is yet to come as it is 

brought into visible manifestation, as we are literally brought into the presence of the Lord.  That 

which we received by faith is going to become sight and there is this wonderful, wonderful 

relational moment that is spoken of in this portion of Scripture. 



9 

 

 

To rightly value our reconciliation, that which Christ brings: 

 

3. Remember What it Will Result In 

 

We see this laid out for us once again in Verse 22: 

 
21

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
22

he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 
23

if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven 

 

Do you see this future presentation that is to come?  The time is coming when the people of God 

are going to be presented to the Lord, holy and blameless and above reproach, there in His very 

presence.  This language is so similar to the language used in Ephesians Chapter 5, Ephesians 

being the sister epistle to the epistle to the Colossians. 

 

In Ephesians, Paul also spoke of how in Christ we are going to be presented to Christ Himself in 

splendor without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.  Ephesians Chapter 5 and Verses 26 and 27: 

 
25

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
26

That he 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
27

so that he might 

present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 

might be holy and without blemish. 

 

The time is going to come when we, the church,  are going to be presented before the holiness of 

God.  We are ourselves will be holy, blameless and above reproach before Him.  This is a 

spectacular presentation that we are being pointed to.  I think that this is talking about the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, when the bride is presented to the bridegroom, Jesus Christ. 

 

Colossians Chapter 1 and Verse 22 says that we are going to be blameless and above reproach.  

That language is also used in the New Testament speaking of elders and deacons.  Those 

qualified to serve in church leadership must be blameless and above reproach in the eyes of other 

human beings.  Each one of the lists of qualifications begins with that language of being 

blameless in the eyes of the people we would be serving. 

 

But how about being holy and blameless and above reproach in the site of God?  Even Spirit-

filled human beings have limited knowledge and limited sensitivity to sin.  God is holy, holy, 

holy.  He knows all.  He sees all.   

 

And we are going to be presented as holy and blameless and without spot before Him.  Our guilt 

totally taken away.  There in pristine holiness.  We will have pristine purity in the sight of the 

Almighty based on the cleansing blood and righteousness of Christ transferred over to us.  The 

merit of Jesus given to us as a gift, so that not even Satan with his dark wisdom could lodge an 

accusation against any child of God that could stick. 
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This is the gift of God to us.  Christ is the Gift of gifts.  Christ brings the gift of salvation.  With 

His salvation, we have cleansing and provision of righteousness and this leads to the full 

experience of reconciliation.  This is the gift that Christ brings to His people and we look 

forward to the day that is going to be defined by mighty of shouts of great joy. 

 

This is the work of Christ for us.  This is the gift of Christ for us.  This is something that we 

could never purchase or earn for ourselves.  We could never cleanse ourselves like this.  Picture 

somebody after the Christmas dinner at the sink, washing the pots and pans used to prepare the 

dinner. 

 

Imagine having one of those pots that has been used many times through the years, and that pot 

has some stains on it.  So there that person is washing that pot, beginning with the kitchen 

sponge and some soap.  That does not work, so they get the SOS pad and scrub and scrub so 

more, trying to get the stain off.  The SOS pad does not work, so out comes the copper scrubber 

and that person grinds away at that pot but the stain still does not come out, even though that 

person tries so hard to get that pot clean. 

 

This emphatically is not the picture of salvation in the Bible— us trying to cleanse ourselves in 

the sight of God.  That is works.  That is false religion.  Jesus alone has the power to purify every 

blot and sin.  Jesus is the one who will present us pure and holy before the eyes of the Living 

God with mighty shouts of great joy. 

 

Jesus is the one who makes us clean.  Jesus is the one who covers us in righteousness.  It is in 

Jesus that we have perfect reconciliation with the holy, joyful, awesome, all powerful, loving 

God.  It is the gift of Christ. 

 

This is the hope of the Gospel that we are called to continue in and not shift from.  This is Gospel 

hope.  Hope speaks to the experience of resurrection.  Hope is all about things that are yet come 

that are made certain by the cross and the empty grave of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just as Christ is 

risen from death, so shall His bride be risen in resurrection bodies totally purified for all eternity 

by the gift of God’s grace. 

 

Paul’s point is that this doctrine so familiar to Christians who have been walking with the Lord, 

this doctrine of the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, is all that we need to have.  So that 

even as we mediate on the various aspects of what God has done for us in Christ, it is through 

meditation on Gospel doctrine that the Spirit of Christ is going to mature us and make us more 

like Jesus. 

 

The Gospel is everything.  It is the milk and it is the meat and it is by which we are saved by 

Jesus.  It is by this that we are made more and more like Jesus, as His Spirit is working in us 

through these glorious truths. 

 

There were people in Colossae trying to pull the church to other things.  There will be people in 

our day trying to pull people who belong to Jesus to other things.  But in this, we fix our eyes 

upon Jesus. 
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Christ is preeminent.  In Christ the fullness of God is pleased to dwell.  By God’s grace through 

faith, Christ reconciles you to God.  Christ casts out your sin and He enters in.  Fix your eyes 

upon Jesus. 

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 

 


